
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNUAL PENITENTIAL PILGRIMAGE OF THE CLERGY 
“As as His Priests be Presentable and Pleasing to His People” 

 



 
 

 

 

Our life is call. God is always calling to be with Him, to folow Him and to live His life. 

As priests who answer God's call, we are always on journey. We are always on 

pilgrimage. We move from one place to another, from a certain parish church to another 

one. We are always on the move. We are as they say "to go." 

  

Let us remember then that the invitation of Jesus always implies movement, an action. 

He said, "Come and see" (John 1,39); "Follow me" (Matthew 9,9); "He called the Twelve to Him 

and began to send them out two by two..." (Mark 6,7); "... deny themselves and take up your cross 

daily and follow me" (Luke 9,23); "Get up, let us go." (Mark 14,42); and "Go out to whole world 

and proclaim the Good News" (Mark 16,15).  

 

Our answer made, officially and publicly, during ordination is "narito po." "Present," is 

our response to that invitation of Jesus that we are very much willing to go, and we will 

be there for Him. And being there for Jesus means we will be active. We will act. We don't 

go to be an observer, or to be a spectator. We go out to be of service. We go out to do what 

Jesus did. We don't stay in our office, or in our room. We walk with our people. We work 

for them. We go where we are being asked to go, where we are being sent. We don't 

choose. And we must not compromise. Jesus in His public ministry was always on the 

move, on the go. He said to His disciples, "let us go to the nearby villages so that I may preach 

there too; for that is why I came" (Mark 1,38).  

 

When Saint John Marie Vianney was sent to be Curé of Ars, he travelled the whole day 

of February 9, 1818. With the winter's day almost over, he with Madame Bibost have not 

yet reached their destination which was only nineteen miles from his former parish in 

Ecully. They asked a shepherd boy for direction. The boy, Anthony Givre, pointed out a 

gloomy and uninteresting road towards an obscure village. In fact they were standing on 

its rural boundary. Saint John Mary Vianney said to the young boy, "Anthony, you have 

shown me the way to Ars" and gladly continued, "I will show them the way to Heaven." 

  

God is waiting for us in this or in that place. He wants us to be planted, to bloom here 

or there. His work is very much fitting for us. God does not say "Stay" or neither does He 

command, "Remain" He is always telling us His followers "Go." He orders us to move and  

 

 



 
 

 

not to stop, to go forward and not backward, to proceed and not to retreat. And wherever 

and whenever we are assigned, there is always work to do, souls to save, and people to 

serve. Remember God is always there in those assignments, in those places to welcome 

and to meet us. God is always there ready to embrace and accompany us. Now, should 

there be any reason to be hesitant about going to another place and to assume new 

responsibility? Is there any good reason to refuse to move out and to be assigned 

somewhere else? Is there any   reason for us to reject work, a parish church to take care 

of, or an office to fill up? Remember what we said during our ordination. We joyfully 

said, "present." And like St. John Marie Vianney, “show them the way to Heaven.” 

 

When we say narito po means heto po ako. It means now. It is today, not tomorrow or 

next week or next month. When we said present we mean immediately. We commit at 

that very moment ourselves to Jesus. And for Him, we don't procrastinate. Without 

condition and without hesitation we eagerly dedicate ourselves to Jesus. This explains 

what Jesus said to his would be followers, "whoever has put his hand to the plow and looks 

back is not fit for the Kingdom of God" (Luke 9,62). 

  

Our present implies that we are ready and free to devote ourselves to Jesus. And we 

will precisely and decisively do His works. There are no excuses. We don't dillydally. We 

are dead serious to go out for Him. We don't take His word or His work lightly or easy. 

In short, we are very much willing to act, right now and at this present moment. 

  

When we present ourselves, we are in fact offering ourselves, who we are, what we 

are and what we have to God and to His people. Our response present during our 

ordination signifies that we are giving ourselves as gifts to Jesus. We are at His disposal. 

He can use us as He pleases. We become totally and completely His. As if we are telling 

Jesus, "Here I am. Send me" (Isaiah 6,8). 

   

So we are God's presents to His people. As God's presents to them what should we be 

to them? We must be presentable, that is, as in the words of Saint Paul, "you may be without 

fault, holy and blameless before him" (Colossians 1,22). Our priestly life must be "without 

stain, or wrinkle or any blemish" (Ephesians 5,27). Our intentions are solely for the Lord. 

Our actions must always be for Christ. Our priesthood must never be taken or seen as a 

means of materially improving one's life or to advance our family's interests or prestige. 

Priesthood is not in service of oneself. It is always "nihil et omnia," that is "nothing to himself 

but everything to God."  



 
 

 

 

Also we must be pleasing to the Lord, that is, as in the words of Saint Paul “fragrant 

offerings to God" (Philippians 4,18). Our words and deeds must be geared towards "what 

is good, what pleases, what is perfect" (Romans 12,1) for the Lord. It is a call for us priests  

 

to have the purity of intentions and actions. Our life cleaned and cleansed from stain of 

sins.  

 

In his first homily at Ars, Saint John Marie Vianney said, "yes, my friends, I know what 

you are asking. You are asking 'but is it not difficult to get to heaven.' No, my friends. You can 

go to heaven by keeping a simple little rule. The rule is so simple that once I have told you, I know 

you will never forget it. And what is the rule? It is this: do only those things that are pleasing 

to God."  

 

As His priests we must only do and continue His works. We labor for the Church. We 

serve God's flock. We are not on our own. Priesthood is not to promote our own ideas, or 

to foster our own personal interest. It is not to please a certain group of people but "do 

what pleases (1 John 3,22) God. Saint Paul in his letter to the Galatians is telling us also, 

"are we to please humans or obey God? Do you think that I try to please people? If I were still 

trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ" (1,10). 

   

Our life is a pilgrimage. We go where Jesus wants us to be, wherever and whenever 

He sends us. With our priestly pilgrimage let us be present, presentable and pleasing to 

His people, our parish Church. 
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